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Studies in the Epistle to the Hebrews
LESSON XII
ExHORTA TION-WARNING-ENCOURAGEMENT

In View of
AccEss To OuR GREAT HIGH PRIEST WITH IN THE VEIL

Hebrews 10: 19-39
The doctrinal portion of the Epistle to the Hebrews ends
with Heb. 10: 18; and our lesson for today, covering Heb.
10:19-39, forms the beginning of the practical application
of the truths set forth in the main body of the letter. In
other words, the Holy Spirit, having proved conclusively
that "Christianity is better than Judaism as seen in its Foun
der, Christ," now applies the message to the hearts of the
Jewish Christians addressed, beseeching them to separate
themselves completely from the Christ-rejecting nation of
Israel. In the closing chapters of the epistle He does this by
repeated exhortation to Christian confidence and patient en
durance; by repeated and searching warning against apos
tasy - warning to the enlightened but unregenerated; and
by comforting encouragement to the true believers, even in
the face of bitter persecution.
As we begin the study of this closing section of the epis
tle, let us remember that it is one continuous message, and
was not divided into chapters and verses until many centuries
after it was penned by the apostle as he was guided by the
Holy Spirit. However, because it is too lengthy for our con
sideration in one lesson, we shall break it up according to the
chapter divisions, devoting several lessons to this practical
portion of the epistle.
Now as we scan these pages, we note that Heb. 10: 19-39
contains an exhortation, a warning, and an encouragement,
divided in the Revised Version into three paragraphs, bearing
upon these three topics. We note that the reference to faith
in the closing verses of the chapter introduces the famous
"faith chapter" of the Bible, which contains a long list of
some of the Old Testament heroes and heroines of faith.
Chapter twelve continues this theme, without any break in
thought, presenting the Lord Jesus Himself as the supreme
Example of faith during His earthly ministry of suffering
and death. And to the end of the epistle the practical mes
sage is continued - exhortation, warning, encouragement -

a call to complete separation from the things of Judaism,
from sin in all its forms; a call to full surrender to the will
of God, even though it may entail suffering and chastening
and reproach "without the camp" of the nation of Israel.
Such suffering and chastening and reproach can not be com
pared with the abundant reward awaiting the Christian in
that "continuing city," that "city which hath foundations,
whose builder and maker is God." This, in brief, is the mes
sage of the closing section of the Epistle to the Hebrews, a
message for the hearts of the redeemed throughout this
church age, even until " He that shall come will come" (Heb.
10:37). It is the Word of the Holy Spirit, bidding the blood
bought bride of Christ to "live by faith," even as she waits
for God's Son from heaven.
And now let us turn to Heb. 10: 19-39 to examine more
closely the exhortation, warning, and encouragement set
forth in these verses. They begin with the all-important con
clusion drawn as a result of the whole argument of the epis
tle, the overwhelming truth, to which the Holy Spirit has
been preparing the way throughout all that has gone before:
"Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into
the holiest by the blood of Jesw, by a new and living
way, which be bath consecrated for us, through the veil,
that is to say, his flesh; and having an high priest over
the house of God; let us draw near .. ." (10:19-22).

"A

NEW AND LIVING

wA y"

Heb. 10: 19-21
Several blessed truths from these words speak assurance
and peace to our hearts:
1. Access with "Boldness" to Our Great High Priest is
guaranteed the believer in Christ Jesus by the "new and liv
ing way, which he hath consecrated for us." Under the Law
of Moses only Aaron could enter into the Holiest of All;
then upon Aaron's death, his oldest living son. In other
words, only the high priest in Israel could go into God's pres
ence, just once a year, there to represent his people before
the mercy seat. "The way into the holiest" had not been
opened. With fear of death to any who disobeyed this law,
sinful man had no boldness to enter into the presence of a
thrice holy God; the barrier of sin separated the creature
from the Creator. And even Aaron, the greatest high priest
[I]

Judaism ever had, coufd stand before the Shekinah Glory on
the Day of Atonement only on the basis of the sprinkled
blood, which pointed on to the vicarious atonement of Jesus,
the Lamb of God.
What a contrast is our portion today! Ever since the
Lord Jesus shed His precious blood upon the altar which is
Calvary's Cross, the believer in His finished work upon that
cross has had access-immediate, unbroken, unending access
-into His presence- "with boldness." Fear and timidity are
gone; we enter into our Lord's presence by prayer at any
time, under any circumstance, with the full assurance that
He, our Great High Priest, is there waiting to hear our peti
tion, eager for our fellowship and worship and love. Access
«with boldness" into the very throne-room of the King of
kings! What a heritage we have!
We have no such access into the White House in Wash
ington. We have no such access to Buckingham Palace. Yet
we have access into heaven itself; at all times we have an
audience with the King of Glory! Should we ever grow dis
couraged? Dare we let unbelief and worry rob us of the
blessedness of this God-given heritage? Even as Paul was be
seeching the Hebrew Christians of his day to lay hold upon
their privileges in Christ, so also the Holy Spirit bids us
"draw near" unto our Great High Priest, who sits on the
right hand of the Father, ever living to intercede for us, ever
longing to receive us and to minister unto us.
He is far "better than" Aaron in His person and in His
ministry. His sinless life, His vicarious sacrifice "once for
all"-these are the eternal truths toward which Aaron's per
son and work pointed as faint shadows and types " Boldness
to enter into the holiest," even heaven itself, "by the blood
of Jesus"-that is the conclusion drawn by the Holy Spirit
to all that He has been saying in the preceding chapters
which form the very heart of this epistle.
2. Access "into the Holiest ... through the Veil." Only
by faith in the broken body and shed blood of the Lord Jesus
as an atonement for the soul can sinful man have access into
heaven, "the holiest of all." There can be no mistake about
the meaning of the text; for the Holy Spirit plainly tells us
that "the veil" of the temple was but a type of " his flesh."
Just as the veil of the temple was "rent in twain" when the
(I]

Son of God died on Calvary, so also at that very moment His
hands and feet were pierced. At that very moment His head
bore the crown of thorns; the spear pierced His side. "His
flesh" was bruised and torn for our sins. And to make very
clear to every Hebrew of all time the meaning of His cross,
He rent the veil of the temple, which for some fifteen hun
dred years had closed the ..way into the holiest," shutting
sinful man out from the presence of a holy God. Not until
a full atonement for sin had been paid by the Son of God
Himself, could the sinner have access into His presence "with
boldness ... through the veil, that is to say, his flesh."
It is tragic to hear men pray, yet not accept the only
.. way into the holiest." Their prayers are vain; for .. there is
none other name under heaven given among men, whereby
we must be saved" (Acts 4: 12). The self-righteous church
member who denies the deity of Christ and His finished work
on the cross may pray; but his petitions are of no more avail
than are those of the pagan who prays to a god of W(?od or
stone. The Lord Jesus Himself said,
ttWhatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that I will do, that
the Father may be glorified in the Son" (John 14:13 ).

To "ask" in Jesus' name is to pray to the Father by faith in
the Son for the full pardon from sin. There is no other way
to approach our holy God.
3. Access "by the Blood of Jesus." It seems as though the
Holy Spirit would leave no doubt in the believer's mind
about the ground of access into the presence of God; for He
emphasizes repeatedly the fundamental truth of redemption
from sin by the cross alone. ..By the blood of Jesus" the re
pentant sinner's debt has been fully paid; by faith in that
precious blood the guilty sinner has been acquitted before
the court of heaven. The priest in Israel dared to enter the
Holy of Holies once a year "not without blood." To disobey
that command of God meant certain death. He took the
blood of the sacrifice and sprinkled it on and before the mer
cy seat, beneath which, hidden from view, was the broken
law. All that ritual was but a type of what our Lord did
when He opened the way into heaven itself for us by His
own blood. He had kept the law of God unbroken through
out His earthly life. And because He was without sin, He
could offer Himself as the one perfect Sacrifice for the sin-
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ner's guilt, being both "just, and the justifier of him which
believeth in Jesus" (Rom. 3:26).
ult is the blood that maketh an atonement for the
soul" (Lev. 17:11).

The precious blood of Jesus opened the way for the re
pentant sinner into .. the holiest of all," the glories of which
the human heart can not conceive. The Holy of Holies in
the Jewish temple was beautiful. There were the cherubim
of gold, the golden-covered ark of the covenant with the
mercy seat of solid gold; the very floor and walls of Solo
mon's temple were covered with pure gold; and between the
cherubim, above the mercy seat was the Shekinah Glory, the
manifestation of Israel's holy God. It was a beautiful place .
But it could not compare with the glories of heaven, of
which that earthly sanctuary was only a shadow or type.
The two closing chapters of the Bible give us a wonderful
glimpse of what heaven is like; and yet God tells us,
ttEye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath
prepared for them that love him" (II Cor. 2:9).

And it is into heaven itself that we have access now by faith
in the finished work of our Lord Jesus Christ, even as we wait
for Him to call us home to that celestial city, forever to be
with Him, to behold and to share His glory. ·
uoh that men would praise the Lord for his goodness,
and for his wonderful works to the children of men!"
(Psalm 107:8).
EXHORTATION TO FAITH-HOPE-LOVE

Heb. 10:22-25
Because we have this access into the very throne-room
of God, because we have "an high priest," even Jesus, the Son
of God, there to plead our cause and to answer our prayers,
the Holy Spirit urges us to appropriate this heavenly heritage
that is ours by faith in .. the blood of Jesus." Three times in
the verses which follow immediately, He speaks through the
Apostle Paul saying, "Let us ... "
ttLet us draw near . . . in full assurance of faith . . ."
ttLet us hold fast the confession of our hope . . ."

(R. V.).
ttLet us consider one another . . ."

It is an exhortation to faith, hope, and love, three Christian
[5]

virtues to be realized in our lives by the power of our cruci
fied and risen Lord.
I. The Exhortation to Faith.
"Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance
of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil con
science, and our bodies washed with pure water" ( Heb.
10:22).

The Hebrew Christians well knew the ritual of cere
monial cleansing referred to in these words. They knew that
God had told Moses to separate Aaron and his sons unto the
sacred office of the priesthood, among other things sprink
ling the blood of the sacrifice upon them. (See Exod. 29 :21;
Lev. 8 :30.) By this act they showed their faith in the Sav
iour to come, by whose shed blood their " hearts" were "sprin
kled from an evil conscience." The Hebrew Christians knew
also that, having been set a part for the priesthood, Aaron
and his sons could not enter the Holy Place of the taber
nacle without first washing their hands and feet at the brazen
laver; thus their bodies were "washed with pure water." As
they journeyed on the wilderness pilgrimage, their hands and
feet became defiled by the things of earth; while we journey
from Egypt to Canaan, as it were, from this godless world
to the heavenly city, having our hearts cleansed "from an
evil conscience" by the blood of Jesus, yet our hands and
feet become defiled by sin. That is why we must go to Jesus,
our Cleanser, daily, hourly, confessing our sins, that we may
be cleansed " by the washing of water through the word" of
God (Eph. 5: 26). The Holy Spirit, whom the Lord Jesus
calls the Living Water, applies the Word of God to our
hearts, and our daily walk is cleansed-by the blood of Jesus.
As our High Priest at the court of heaven, He is "our Advo
cate with the Father," cleansing us from " all unrighteous
ness" (I John 2:1). That is why we may " draw near ...
with boldness" to His " throne of grace."
2. The Exhortation to Hope. The Revised Version here
is most accurate:

for His sake. And the apostle urges them not to waver in
their confession of Him before the Christ-rejecting world.
And surely there is a timely exhortation here for us all
Jews and Gentiles in every generation. In view of the faith
fulness of our righteous God, how can we help but confess
Him before unbelieving men? Yet we do, in a thousand
ways. God forbid that we should let our hope waver, even
"in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation"!
3. The Exhortation to Love.
"And let us consider one another to provoke unto love
and to good works" (Heb. 10:24).

The love of Christ in our hearts will constrain us to love
one another. Here again Satan causes us to stumble; but the
grace and power of God are ours for the asking. Let us ex
amme ourselves concerning our relationships with fellow
Christians.
4. Christian Fellowship - An Aid to Faith, Hope, and

Love.
not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one an
other: and so much the more, as ye see the day approach
ing" (Heb. 10:25 ).
"...

Drawn together by our risen Lord, in public worship,
through Bible study and prayer, we " grow in grace, and in
the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ" (II
Peter 3: 18). Not only so, but the Holy Spirit exhorts us to
take advantage of this means of grace- "so much the more"
as " the coming of the Lord draweth nigh." Israel's rejected
Messiah will one day return as King of kings, and Lord of
lords. For us to be watching, longing for His return, pleases
Him most, and at the same time prepares our hearts for His
coming.
WARNING AGAINST DELIBERATE APOSTASY

The meaning is clear and plain. Christ is the believer's
Hope. The Hebrew Christians were being bitterly persecuted

Heb. 10:26-31
Satan often perverts the true meaning of Heb. 10:26-31,
leading many to doubt the eternal security of their souls:
even though they have put their faith in the cross of the Lord
Jesus as " the way, the truth, and the life." Now a careful
reading of the text proves that this paragraph is a warning
to the enlightened but unregenerated souls, whom the Holy
Spirit explicitly distinguishes from born-again believers in

(6)

['I)

"Let us hold fast the confession of our hope that it
waver not; for he is faithful that promised" (Heb.
1 0:23 ).

the Lord Jesus Christ. Many Hebrews of Paul's day were
intellectually convinced that Christ was Israel's Messiah. But
the persecution of Christians was bitter. The Jewish temple
was still standing. The sacrifices were still being offered upon
the brazen altar. The rulers of the nation of Israel were still
adhering to the ritual and ceremony of Judaism. It was not
easy to come out from among the nation and bear the perse
cution of those who had "zeal without knowledge" of the
only way to approach God. To these enlightened but unre
generated Hebrews the Holy Spirit gives the searching warn
ing of the passage before us, a warning against such deliberate
apostasy. Such words could not be spoken to born-again
souls. Moreover, the following paragraph, which concludes
the chapter, shows by way of contrast, that the warning is
given to "the enemies of the cross of Christ," whereas true
believers are "not of them who draw back unto perdition;
but of them that believe to the saving of the soul" (Heb.
10:27; cf. 10:39).
Let us consider this grave warning to those who were en
lightened but unregenerated, in danger of returning to Juda
ism. Two main truths are emphasized here:
1. "There Remaineth No More a Sacrifice for Sins,"
10:26, R. V.
"For if we sin wilfully after that we have received
the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more
sacrifice for sins."

The literal translation here expresses it like this, " ... if
we are sinning wilfully"; that is, if the Hebrew of Paul's day
was returning to the Jewish sacrifices in the temple, even
though the Lamb of God had died, even though the veil of
the temple had been rent in twain; if he deliberately con
tinued to turn his back upon the finished work of Christ on
Calvary, then God had no further message for him. There
was and is and ever shall be no other "way into the holiest,"
but by "the blood of Jesus." No other sacrifice can take
away sin. In His beloved Son God has "spoken" finally and
completely. To refuse Him as the only Saviour is to cast
one's lot with the "adversaries" of the cross of Christ.
This is the real meaning of verse 26. Such words could
never apply to a child of God; for to become a Christian is
to accept the cross of Jesus as the only means of redemption,
(81

None other than the wily devices of Satan could pervert
these words, applying them to a weak and stumbling Chris
tian. The text speaks for itself.
2. "There Remaineth ... a Certain, Fearful ... Judg
ment" for the Enemies of the Cross of Christ, 10: 27 -31.
For the apostate, God says,
"There remaineth no more sacrifice fot sins, but a cer
tain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indigna
tion, which shall devour the adversaries. He that de
spised Moses' law died without mercy under two or three
witnesses."

We have often called attention to the fact that the guilty
Israelite, condemned by "two or three witnesses," was stoned
to death. Without two or three witnesses, no fact could be
established in the Jewish court - according to the Law of
Moses. But the law was stern; it exacted perfect obedience.
Every Hebrew knew this well. To this established fact the
Holy Spirit called attention in verse 28; then He drew the
striking contrast, the searching warning to all apostates, en
lightened but unregenerated men who deliberately turned
their backs upon the cross of Christ. And this is the con
tinued warning,
"Of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he
be thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot the
Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant,
wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath
done despite unto the Spirit of grace?" (10:29).

No born-again soul could tread under foot the Son of
God! No one who has been justified by faith in His cross
could count His precious blood, the blood of the "new cove
nant," an unholy thing; or, as the Revised Version trans
lates it, "a common thing." By that precious blood the re
deemed child of God has been "sanctified"; that is, set apart
positionally, separated from the Christ-rejecting world unto
God. No true believer in the Lord Jesus could do "despite
unto the Spirit of grace." He is the Third Person of the Holy
Trinity; the Christian worships Him as very God! Such
words as these can describe none other than the man who has
heard the Gospel message, yet has turned his back upon the
Saviour - a deliberate apostate. Surely he deserves "much
sorer punishment" than the man who, in Old Testament
[9J

times, broke the Law of Moses! The Old Testament Hebrew
did not have the full light of the glorious Gospel of Christ;
the Hebrew living in Paul's day did know that Christ Jesus
had come to fulfil the Law of Moses, to magnify it, to vindi
cate it, and to offer the sinner salvation by faith in Him who
had kept the law for helpless man.
There are very many passages of New Testament Scrip
ture which do exhort and warn the Christian against the sins
of the flesh; but this passage before us is not one of those.
The whole context makes it very, very plain that this is a
warning to the ..enemies of the cross of Christ."
Emphasizing yet further the .. certain judgment" which
awaits the adversaries of the Lord Jesus, the Holy Spirit
through Paul quotes an Old Testament warning, with which
the Hebrews were familiar, saying,
uvengeance belongeth unto me, I will recompense,
saith the Lord . . . The Lord shall judge his people"
(Heb. 10:30; cf. Deut. 32:35, 36).

Then the apostle closes the paragraph with one final warn
ing to all who spurn the only way of salvation,
ult is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the liv
ing God" (Heb. 10:31).

Every soul must one day stand before the Lord Jesus
Christ, the .. Judge of all the earth." For the redeemed that
will be the culmination of joy and blessing; but for the un
saved it will be .. a certain fearful ... judgment and fiery in
dignation." We must either meet Him as our Sin-bearer, who
has judged our sins and nailed them to His cross; or we must
meet Him as the righteous Judge, who must condemn sin
because He is holy. If we reject Him in this life, we must
bear our own guilt at the court of heaven because we refuse
now to let Him bear it for us ... The wages of sin is death"
eternal separation from God; but .. the gift of God is eternal
life through Jesus Christ our Lord" (Rom. 6:23). There is
no middle ground. Either we are saved and love the Lord;
or we are His enemies. And .. it is a fearful thing to fall into
the hands of the living God" unsaved, eternally lost, with
the burden and guilt of our sins upon us. At the judgment
bar of God the wicked shall cry unto .. the mountains and
the rocks," saying,
uFall on us, and hide us from the face of him that sitllOJ

teth on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb"
(Rev. 6:16).
-

ENCOURAGEMENT FOR THE PERSECUTED CHRISTIAN

Heb. 10:32-39
As we observed earlier in this lesson, the closing para
graph of chapter ten is addressed to the Hebrew Christians,
and offers encouragement in the face of persecution and suf
fering. The contrast between its message and that of the
preceding paragraph is marked, even as we have seen. Turn
ing from the warning to apostates, and addressing those who
were born again, the apostle encourages them by calling to
mind their former sufferings for Christ, His sure reward for
their faithfulness at His second coming to take them unto
Himself, and their need of patience and faith even as they
continued to wait for God's Son from heaven. But let us
read the verses themselves; their message is unmistakable:
1. Encouragement in View of the Hebrew Christians'
Former Suffering for Chrisrs Sake.
uBut call to remembrance the former days, in which,
after ye were illuminated, ye endured a great fight of
aftlictions; partly, whilst ye became companions of them
that were so used. For ye had compassion of me in my
bonds, and took joyfully the spoiling of your goods,
knowing in yourselves that ye have in heaven a better
and an enduring substance" (10:32-24).

The Hebrew Christians had, indeed, suffered for Christ's
sake. James, the brother of John, had been slain with the
sword by Herod. Stephen had been stoned to death. The
Christians had been scattered abroad following the persecu
tions and imprisonments which came early in the Christian
era. They would not have endured such afflictions, even to
taking joyfully the spoiling of their goods, if they had not
been born again. Thus Paul reasons with them, reminding
them also of how they had been compassionate of him in his
imprisonment for Christ's sake, becoming .. a gazingstock"
before their nation because of their faith in Christ. Such
faithfulness under trial would not go unrewarded, he assures
them, at the return of Christ in glory.
2. Encouragement in View of the Reward for Faithful
ness at the Return of the Lord Jesus.
ueast not away therefore your confidence, which hath
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great recompence of reward. For ye have need of pa
tience, that, after ye have done the will of God, ye might
receive the promise. For yet a little while, and he that
shall come will come, and will not tarry. Now the just
shall live by faith" (10:35-38).

The entire Word of God teaches that salvation is the free
gift of God's grace; whereas rewards are for those who have
been faithful in their service to Him after they have been
redeemed. I Cor. 3: 11-15 is one of the many clear passages
bearing upon this subject. In Heb. 10: 3 5-37 the Holy Spirit
is reminding the suffering saints that the reward for their
faithfulness under trial will be given out at the return of
Christ for His own - at "the judgment seat of Christ," to
quote Rom. 14:10; II Cor. 5:10. Meanwhile, "the just (i.e.
'the justified') shall live by faith." Eternal life is obtained b;
faith; and the Christian race is run by faith; therefore, the
exhortation to patient endurance and faithfulness through
trial.
Again, the Hebrew Christians were familiar with the
quotation from their Old Testament prophet, recorded in
verses 37 and 38 of this chapter. It was to Habakkuk that
God had given the vision of the yet future glory of the Lord,
which "shall cover the earth as the waters cover the sea."
Isaiah and other prophets also wrote of that coming glory;
but the passage quoted here is from Hab. 2:3, 4. Having
seen the vision, the prophet was told to write, saying,
"For the vision is yet for an appointed time, but at the
end it shall speak, and not lie: though it tarry, wait for
it; because it will surely come, it will not tarry. Be
hold, his soul which is lifted up is not upright in him:
but the just shall live by faith."

The pronoun "it" used by the prophet, referring to the
vision he had seen, is changed to "he" in Heb. 10: 37, making
very plain the explanation of the vision - that the Lord Jesus
Himself is the One of whom the vision speaks. He "will
surely come," and "will not tarry," ushering in His long
promised kingdom of peace and righteousness. Before the
nation of Israel and all the world shall see Him coming in
power and great glory, His blood-bought bride, composed of
Jew and Gentile, will be caught away, translated, to meet
Him in the air. At "the judgment seat of Christ" the rellaJ
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wards for service will be given out; and then He will return
with His church to establish His millennial kingdom. Then
shall "the earth be filled with the knowledge of the glory of
the Lord, as the waters cover the sea" (Habakkuk 2: 14).
Surely such an incentive and such a reward did encour
age the hearts of the most faltering Hebrew Christians in
the days of Paul, even as they have given hope and assurance
to God's suffering saints throughout the church age.
We may get some idea of the cruelty of the persecution
endured by the early Hebrew Christians from the story of
the martyrdom of Paul and eleven of the twelve disciples.
Only John died a natural death, yet not before he had suf
fered torture, as well as exile, for Christ's sake. The Bible
mentions only the death of James, the brother of John, who
was slain "with the sword" by the wicked Herod. (See Acts
12: 1, 2.) Secular history and tradition tell us of the suffer
ing of the other apostles, including Paul. The story, sum
marized briefly by the Reverend J. J. Pease, and published in
the April, 1944, issue of "The Christian Digest," is as fol
lows:
Matthew was slain by the sword in Egypt.
Luke was hanged to an olive tree in Greece. ( Of course,
Luke was not one of the twelve.)
John died a natural death in Ephesus, after an unsuccess
ful attempt had been made to boil him in oil.
James the Greater was beheaded at Jerusalem.
James the Less was thrown from the temple and his
bruised body beaten with a club.
Philip was hanged at Hierapolis.
Bartholomew was flayed alive.
Andrew was bound to a cross.
Thomas was run through with a lance.
Jude was shot to death with arrows.
Peter was crucified in Persia.
Matthias was beheaded. (We remember that Matthias
took the place of Judas Iscariot.)
Paul perished at Rome by the sword of Nero, beheaded
by the wicked tyrant.
Faithfulness under such trial will be abundantly rewarded
by our Lord, who is ''not unrighteous to forget" the "work
and labour of love" of His servants. (See Heb. 6:10.)
[18)

3. Encouragement in View of the Eternal Security of
the Believer in Christ. As if to reassure the Hebrew Chris
tians that the warning of the preceding paragraph was ad
dressed not to them, but to apostates, the Holy Spirit em
phasized their own eternal security in verse 39. Let us read
it, together with verse 38:
"Now the just shall live by faith: but if any man
draw back, my soul shall have no pleasure in him. But
we (Hebrew Christians) are not of them who draw back
unto perdition; but of them that believe to the saving
of the soul."

That statement settles finally and conclusively the question
of eternal security. It proves beyond the shadow of a doubt
that the searching warning of Heb. 10:26-31 was never in
tended to trouble the peace of heart of the child of God, but
rather to arouse the "dead in trespasses and sins" to their
need of a Saviour.
Paul quotes the reference, "The just shall live by faith,"
in two other inspired epistles, in Rom. 1 : 17 and in Gal. 3 : 11.
Justification by faith was ever one of his themes, as he was
guided by the Holy Spirit to teach the doctrine of the grace
of God. Martin Luther took Rom. 1: 17 as his life-message
when he withstood the forces of evil and helped to bring
about the Protestant Reformation. There is no greater
theme; there is no other way of salvation: "The just shall live
by faith." Justified before a holy God by faith in the finished
work of Christ - that is the Gospel story.
Again, the Holy Spirit leads the apostle on, from this ref
erence to faith, to enlarge upon the place of faith in the
Christian life, illustrating the triumphs of faith in the lives
of some of the Old Testament characters, whose life-stories
every Hebrew Christian knew full well. We call Hebrews
eleven the great "faith chapter" of the Bible; and so it is. In
our next lesson we shall study it together. But let us not sep
arate it in our minds from these verses which we have con
sidered today, out of which the "faith chapter" is the logical
sequence.
And as we seek to live a consistent Christian life, by faith
in Him who "is faithful," let us never forget that He has
opened the way into heaven itself, "a new and living way ...
by the blood of Jesus." By faith we see Him crucified, burCUJ

ied, risen, exalted, seated at "the right hand of the Majesty
on high." By faith we "draw near" unto Him for strength
and courage to warn apostates to "flee from the wrath to
come." By faith we endure hardship for Christ, if that is
His will for us, even as we look for His glorious return to
make "the crooked places straight."
With "such an high priest," far better than the very best
that Judaism could offer, we "cast our care upon him," for
He careth for His own. And trusting Him for every trial,
we seek to make Him known while we wait for His return.
"For yet a little while, and he that shall come will
come, and will not tarry."

A KINGDOM OF PRIESTS"
With the rending of the veil of the Jewish temple, God
forever set aside the priesthood of Judaism. The Levitical
priests had served their God-given purpose of foreshadow
ing the coming into the world of Israel's Messiah, and of min
istering on behalf of God's ancient people, even as they wait
ed for the fulfillment of the promise of the coming Christ.
With the opening of "the way into the holiest ... by the
blood of Jesus," the Lord Himself became the Great High
Priest, of whom Aaron had been only a type. And instead
of a family of earthly priests, ministering through ceremo
nies and ritual in an earthly temple, whose veil had been rent
in twain, the Lord Jesus separated unto Himself His blood
bought church to be "a kingdom of priests." Any other
earthly priesthood, since the cross of Christ, is unscriptural
and is a strange mixture of Judaism and paganism.
And what are the Christian's duties and privileges as "a
kingdom of priests"? The duties of a priest in Israel were
three-fold: ( 1) To offer gifts and sacrifices for their own
sins and for the sins of the people; (2) to pray for the peo
ple; and ( 3) to deal gently with them in their frailty and
sin. As "a kingdom of priests" unto God, His redeemed chil
dren need no longer offer gifts and sacrifices for sin; instead,
they point the lost to the one sufficient sacrifice of the only
Saviour, even Jesus, the Lamb of God. As "priests unto
God," the church of the Lord Jesus Christ makes interces
sion-both for the unsaved and for fellow-Christians. And
as "a kingdom of priests," the true church should deal gent
ly with other Christians, as well as with those whom they
"
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would lead to the Saviour. Over and above them is their
Great High Priest, the Lord Jesus Christ, ever living to make
intercession for them, dealing very, very gently with them,
empowering them for service here in this wilderness, which
is the godless world, even as they journey to the Promised
Land.
Fellow-Christians, this is the meaning of the rent veil;
this is God's message to us who have been redeemed by His
precious blood-that we "draw near" unto His "throne of
grace" by faith in our crucified, exalted, and soon-coming
Lord; that we intercede for the lost and for one-another;
that we deal gently with them for His name's sake, pointing
the unsaved to Him who is the Lamb of God, knowing that
our Great High Priest is seated in the place of all authority
and all power, longing to hear and answer our prayers. May
He give us grace to fulfill this God-given responsibility, grace
to realize this God-given privilege, even as we remember His
infallible Word to us:
"Ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an
holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth
the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness
into his marvellous light" (I Peter 2:9),
"Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first
resurrection: on such the second death hath no power,
but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall
reign with him a thousand years" (Rev. 20:6),

Surely the response of our hearts to such precious truths
is that of the inspired apostles, who wrote, saying:
"Thou art worthy . . . for thou wast slain, and hast
redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred,
and tongue, and people, and nation; and hast made us
unto our God a kingdom and priests (R. V.): and we
shall reign on the earth" (Rev. 5 : 9, 1 0) .
"By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise
to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving
thanks to his name . . . for with such sacrifices God is
well pleased" (Heb. 13: 1 5, 16).
"Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins
in his own blood, and hath made us a kingdom, priests
(R. V.) unto God and his Father; to him be glory and
dominion for ever and ever. Amen." (Rev. 1 : 5, 6) .
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